Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.079; wR factor = 0.213; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.6.
Related literature
For general background to the use of phenylacetate derivatives as intermediates for the rational design of new chemotherapeutic agents, see : Xiao, Fang et al. (2008) ; Xiao, Lv et al. (2008) . For the preparation of the title compound, see: Xiao et al. 2010 . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987 .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . (Xiao, Fang, et al. 2008) and anticancers (Xiao, Lv, et al. 2008) . As a part of our research on pharmoceutically active 4-hydroxy-3-phenylfuran-2(5H)-ones, we have synthesized the title compound and herein we report its crystal structure.
The crystal structure contains two crystallographically independent molecules in an asymmetric unit of the title compound with different conformations of the ethoxy carbonyl groups. The terminal torsion angles C1-C2-O1-C3 in molecule (1) and C11-C12-O4-C13 in molecule (2) are 83.6 (6) and -171.1 (3)° resulting in twisted and straight chian conformations, respectively (Figures 1 and 2 ). In both molecules of the title compound, the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The molecules assemble into an infinite two-dimensional ribbon through intermolecular N-H···O, O-H···N and C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 and Fig. 3 ). In each molecule there is an intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bond resulting in a five-membered ring (Table 2 and Fig. 1 and 2 ).
The title compound was prepared according to the reported procedures (Xiao et al., 2010) . Reduced iron powder was added to a solution of ammonium chloride (0.8 g, 15 mmole) in water (10 ml) under nitrogen atmosphere. To this stirring mixture, a solution of ethyl 2-(4-hydroxy-3-nitrophenyl)acetate (1.13 g, 5 mmole) in acetone (25 ml) was added dropwise. It was refluxed in an oil bath for 4 h. When the reaction was complete, the resulting mixture was extracted with ethylacetate, and the combined organic layers were basified by adding a saturated solution of NaHCO 3 . The solvent was removed under reduced pressure and furnished the title compound, which was crystallized from ethylacetate-petroleum ether (1:2) to give colorless blocks suitable for single-crystal structure determination.
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with N-H = 0.86 and O-H = 0.82 Å and C-H = 0.93, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aryl, methyl and methylene groups, reaspectively. U iso (H) values were set at 1.5 × U eq (O and methyl C) and 1.2 × the U eq of the rest of the parent atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the molecule (1) of the title compound, showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
